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no breath of idealism; even the rare principles of ethical
character are based wholly on arbitrary authority or irrational
tradition.
Sufficient detail concerning the religion, ethics, and sacred
literature of this people has been given to indicate the char-
acter and purpose of their education. For the individual,
education consists in the mastery of this sacred literature in
order that he may live in accordance with the path of nature
marked out therein. This mastery necessitates a perfect
memorizing of these sacred books and a knowledge of the
many commentaries upon them. In order that the Confucian
statement of the work of education may be made socially
complete, the government adds one additional educational
aim. The conduct of government is given into the hands
of those who show the greatest mastery of the content
of these sacred books and an ability to imitate them in
thought, in formal construction, and in archaic style. This is
accomplished by a system of examinations in essay writing,
Of the importance of this ability to write such essays Smith
says: "Measured by Chinese standards, the construction of a
perfect essay is one of the noblest achievements of which
the human mind is capable. The man who knows all that
has been preserved of the wisdom of the ancients, and who
can at a moment's notice dash -off essays of a symmetrical
construction, lofty in sentiment, elevated in style, and dis-
playing a wide acquaintance not only with the theme, but
lilso with cognate subjects, such a man is fit not only to stand
before kings, but before the very Son of Heaven himself."
When these marked individuals, most able because most
steeped in the life of the past, with all tendency, ability, and
inclination to vary from the traditional form eradicated, arc
selected to govern their fellow-men and to sec that they do
not violate " the will of Heaven " and do not wander from
"this path of duty" established by Heaven, the social aim ol
education is accomplished.